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Mike Holmes-approved home
weathers nature’s fury
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on and Jennifer Conquergood spent a lot of time designing
a sustainable house that would last a long time and would
contain built-in eﬃciencies that would reduce their family’s
environmental footprint — a bit of a gift to Mother Nature,
if you will.
But not long after it was finished, Mother Nature ironically served up a heavy blow to the home when last June’s flood forced
a sewage backup into the basement of the Elboya-area house. The Elbow
River is just across the street from it.
About four feet of sewage invaded the beautifully finished basement
of the 6,800 square-foot (including 2,500 square-foot basement), threestory home.
As it’s being renovated, the rest of the house has become a de facto
storage area. Dozens of rescued bottles of wine from the basement wine
fridge line the counter of the butler’s pantry. Camping gear is stacked in
the attached greenhouse.
The Conquergoods are remarkably Zen about the situation, but then
it’s easier to be calm when you’re sitting inside a custom-designed space
that is visually soothing and infused with what could be some of the
cleanest air in town.
The journey to the completion of the Conquergoods’ dream home has
been a fascinating one that started with a tiny 1951 bungalow located
where their mansion now sits, and ended with the involvement of a
famous Canadian contractor and TV host.
The Conquergoods have lived on the lot since 1999, when Jon purchased the bungalow from his best friends’ mother.
“I always planned to build something large on it,” Jon says.
The bungalow was on a 50-foot lot. When another 50-foot lot came
up for sale two doors down from him, Jon paired up with his neighbour
to purchase it, and the pair split their three lots into two 75-foot-wide
packages, on which each would build new homes.
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But Jon didn’t want to build unless he could
get home improvement guru Mike Holmes to
do it.
The host of Holmes on Holmes was going
to be in Okotoks working on his new, energyeﬃcient Wind Walk community, and Jon, a
mechanical engineer, fired oﬀ an e-mail to the

show asking if the house that he wanted to design could act as a testing ground for tradespeople who would be used at Wind Walk.
The producers took him up on his proposition.
Holmes researched Calgary builders, and selected Taradar Fine Homes to build the house.
Seth Atkins, director of the Holmes Approved
Homes program, is the architect that designed
the house, which is built to exacting Holmes
standards.
“We spent a year working on design, and two
years of construction,” Jon said.
Jon and Jennifer spent time melding their
particular wants and needs — Jennifer has
more traditional tastes, and Jon enjoys contemporary design.
Both wanted the house to be energy eﬃcient
and to take full advantage of the beautiful view
of the city skyline and the vista of the river.
“We had just come back from living in the
Caribbean for two years, and we wanted to
maximize the light coming in so even with the
cold and snow in the winter, we’d have a lot of
sun,” Jennifer says.
And light it is, with triple-pane windows on
all sides of the home, open spaces, high ceilings, and well-placed LED lighting throughout.
The house’s green factor is top-notch.

The exterior features Parklex, a resin-impregnated wood that is resistant to staining, moulding and fading. Underneath, the house is constructed from Blu-Wood, a pest, fungus and moisture-resistant treated
wood. Double-thick exterior walls are packed with spray foam insulation. And any areas featuring water — from kitchen to bathrooms to
laundry room — are wrapped with waterproof membrane and have
moisture sensors.
»
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Low VOC paint and finishes help reduce toxic emissions from solvents. Solar panels on the
roof and solar water heating reduce electricity
bills. The house’s impressive fireplaces have no
chimneys; they burn clean with denatured alcohol.
And the noticeably pure air in the home is
thanks to a commercial air handler with three
diﬀerent types of filters.
The air is also oxygenated by a magnificent
living wall, which wends from the open stairwell in the basement up to the top floor of the
house, and features bright red bromeliads, lush
arrowheads and other greenery.
Every area of the house has been carefully
considered as to how to best meet the family’s
needs.
The couple’s children, Nathan, 15, Jack, 13,
and Jane, 10, plus dog Gypsy and cat Stan all
have special spaces. Gypsy even has her own
locker in the home’s mudroom.
Jane’s room is as girly as it gets, with hot
pink, flocked damask wallpaper from England
a pink chandelier, and floral-print bedding and
bathroom linens.
Jennifer is a big fan of organization and
appropriate storage, and has seen to it that
there’s plenty of cabinetry to hide clutter. Custom Poliform closets feature in the bedrooms
and around the home.
The basement is currently being renovated
to its former glory, and shut-oﬀ valves have
been installed to prevent any similar disaster
in the future.
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The media room will once again feature a
500-lb sliding “barn” door that eﬀectively silences noise from TV, stereo, or video games.
The main floor kitchen features a massive island topped with a single piece of granite, and
a tidy butler’s pantry with slide-out racks and
drawers. A steam oven, built-in Miele coﬀee
machine, and a hydroponic fridge for growing
herbs are also found in the pantry.
The view of the backyard from the kitchen
and living room includes a mature poplar tree,
wide expanse of patio with a pizza oven, and
the detached garage, whose green roof blooms
with native wildflowers and grasses in warmer
months.

The neutral palette of the home reflects the Conquergoods’ natural and
organic tastes. Limestone flooring, granite, wood, and a beachy, pebbled
floor in Jennifer’s sunken meditation corner in the pair’s master bedroom
all reflect their green ideals.
The house’s final price tag is one which the pair decline to put on the
record. They contend it’s a good investment for what they plan to be their
forever home.
In trademark Conquergood forward thinking, they have ensured all living spaces will be accessible should they develop mobility issues, and there
is an elevator that goes from the basement to the top floor.
“We wanted a high-quality build, low maintenance, that won’t degrade
for at least 50 years,” Jon says.
And not only did the couple get their coveted Holmes home, Jon got a job
out of the experience. He’s now a business development oﬃcer for Holmes
Approve Homes and is helping the company expand across Canada. 
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